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Press Release: The Permanent Military Court in Lebanon Ruled With
Two Months In Prison And A Fine On The Human Rights Activist
Nour Merheb.

Nour Merheb: The military court is not neutral and its decision in my
case is another proof on the injustice that the Lebanese citizens are

enduring.
2 September, 2010 in Beirut, Lebanon.

The permanent Military Court in Lebanon has ruled in the first of September, 2010 with two months
in prison and a fine on the Nonviolent Human Rights Activist Nour Merheb.

Nour was being prosecuted with charges punishable with up to three years in prison.

Nour says: “All the details of the case and its file are published on the website of my case which is
www.cas2769.org and all evidences, confessions and details are very clear and confirm the
amount of injustice faced by the Lebanese citizen in front of special courts”.

Nour adds: “The military courts are illegal, unconstitutional and exceptional courts that do not not
respect the five conditions for a fair trial being: independence, impartiality, competence, integrity
and legitimacy."

Nour did not attend the last hearings of the military courts and he has sent a registered letter to
the judges of the military court on May the 28", 2010 declaring that: the military court is
illegitimate and | will not cooperate with it, | will not attend its hearings and | will not subject to its
decisions”.

Nour explains: “I’'m a Nonviolent Human Rights activist, | have no weapon to object injustice but
my non-cooperation with that injustice and | call on all those who are being trialed in front of the
military courts to stop attending its sessions and to declare Nonviolent non-cooperation”.
Regarding the issue of the open hunger strike that Nour threatened to start in case he was
arrested, Nour affirms that: “ the open hunger strike will start as soon as the authorities imprison
me and | will not stop it until I'm released again and meanwhile | will be circulating Beirut
condeming the decision of the military court in my case inviting the Lebanese people and the
people of good will to support the campaign to abrogate the decree number 24 of 1968 the decree
that organizes the jurisdictions of the military courts in Lebanon and gives it unconstitutional
jurisdictions over civilians in violation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
international treaties Lebanon has signed and its international obligations”.

Nour adds: ” If Lebanon got invaded again by any country, the main tool to be used by the
invaders is the military courts as well as, if any dictator came to power or a coup d’état took place
in Lebanon the main tool to be used against political resistance, civil society and human rights
activist is the military courts. The military courts deprive the accused in front of her from their
right to defend themselves, can rule with the death penalty and can rule in less than 6 hours and
execute in less than 24 hours same as what happened with the case of Antoun Saadeh”.

Nour emphasises that: “The judges of the military courts are not real judges but military officers,
the decisions of the military courts are briefed and they are not justified, the procedures of the
military courts deprive the accused from his right to defend himself and do not respect the general
legal rules while military courts are condemned by all Human Rights organisations in Lebanon”.

Nour appeals to politicians saying: “History taught us that a time will come when a ruler becomes
ruled and the same powers that were available to that old ruler will be also available to the new
one. In a troubled country like Lebanon, it is irrational for the rulers to have such a tool available!

The current rulers in Lebanon must put it a priority to shut down the military courts system!”
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